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SoLo�toN A. Berson �vas born alid educated in New \ork City. Fle received his

B.S. degree from the City College of New �ork and his M.S. and M.D. degrees

from Ne\V \ork university. After a�i internship at Boston City Hospital and 2

�‘ears in the U.S. Arms’ Medical Corps at a medical installation which is now

the Veterans Administration H )spital at Bedford, \ lassachuset ts, lie j ( )ined the

Bronx \eterans Administ rat ion H( ispital to c )mplet e Ins residency t raining. He

\VIS appointed Internist of the Hadioisotope Service in 1950, Chief of the Service

in 1954, and, in 1963, Senior Medical Investigator of the Veterans Administration,

a title he held until his death. lii 196S lie accepted appointment as Murray \l

Rosenberg Professor and Chairman of the 1)epartment of Medicine of the \louiit

Sinai Sch( )ol of Medicine.

I�or more than two decades Dr. Berson was an outstanding lea(ler �lI medical

research with contributions spanning many fields: thyroid �)hy5i( 1 gy, blo )d

volume determinations, radiat i ii chemist rv, and studies on the (list ribut i fl afl(l

metabolism of ‘311-labeled serum prot ems. Invest igat it ins on the met ab )lisfli of

‘311-labeled insulin led to the discovery of the ubiquitous antigenicity of insulin

in insulin-treated subjects and finally to the development of radioimmuiioassay.

The common bond linking all these studies was the application of radioisotope

methodology to the solution of problems generally not otherwise solvable. His

entire investigative career which was encompassed within the Bronx Veterans
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Administration Hospital Laboratory-now designated in his honor as the Solo-

mon A. Berson Research Laboratory-was characterized by critical insight and

the ability to forge imaginatively new concepts in medicine and physiology.

Dr. Berson was honored greatly during his life by numerous awards and cita-

tions. Scientists and physicians continue to pay homage to his memory by the

dedication of memorial issues of medical journals, by special ceremonies at

scientific meetings and at symposia such as this, and by the establishment of the

Solomon A. Berson Fund for Medical Research. His untimely death has de-

prived the world of a great humanitarian, scientist, teacher, and clinician but his

vibrant life and brilliant contributions have lit a torch to illuminate a path for

countless others to follow.
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